Aeromonas hydrophila in rainbow trout: relation between virulence and surface characteristics.
Motile Aeromonas isolated from fish were studied for their virulence in fish in relation to some surface characteristics. The results showed that only the most virulent strains of A. hydrophila used in this study shared a common O antigen, did not agglutinate in acriflavine, settled down after boiling, and were resistant to the bactericidal action of fresh normal mammalian serum. The least virulent strains could not be grouped into this O antigenic group, they did not settle after boiling, and were sensitive to the bactericidal effect of serum. It is suggested that agglutination in acriflavine, stability after boiling, and sensitivity to normal fresh serum could be used for screening the Aeromonas isolates for virulence in fish.